
District Governor Rick Bassett’s Visit 

Last night we had the most enjoyable  
District Governor visit in a long while.  Rick was  
asking how can he, Larry Gardner and the District 
help us achieve our goals, not what we need to do to 
help him achieve his goals … refreshing! 

Rick explained the thought process behind his pin 
(above). His family has been residents of Connecticut 

since the 1600’s and he is very loyal to the State.  On a vacation trip to 
Texas he was amazed that Texas was embedded in everything he saw— 
incredible loyalty and pride.  Thus his pin design—The U.S. Flag, Connecti-

cut Flag, The Rotary Wheel and our 
District number with no date … 
therefore, this pin will never go out 
of date.  It reflects the four areas 
working together to help build a  
better life for all. 

Rick’s commitment to Rotary is  
unbelievable. Yesterday he visited 
three Clubs and installed two new 
members.  With leadership like this 2013-2014 will be a 
great Rotary year! 
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Stay connected at ridgefieldrotary.org 

Kathy Graham—New Member District  
Governor Rick Basset inducting Kathy; please look 
at page 6 for her Bio and you will understand why 
we are excited to have Kathy as a member of our 
Club.  

Kathy’s guest, Brock Hamilton,  did well in  
Angelo’s Abbott & Costello trivia which enabled 
him to win one of the 50/50 prizes. 

Welcome Kathy! 

Board Meeting with Rick  
Bassett and Larry Gardner 

Our $1000 donation to the Oklahoma 
Disaster Fund 

Yes, he is enjoya-
ble to listen to 



A
 P

ot
e
nt

ia
l 
F
un

d
ra

is
e
r 

Imitation is the Sincerest Form of Flattery 

Hopefully, if we do a RIBFEST we can be as successful in 9 years as 
the Highland Rotary Club’s 
event. They do this with  
only 30 members! 

They pull other  
organization in as 
volunteers (300) to 
help with the staff-
ing. Many of the 
leading community 
businesses are in-
volved to make it 
successful. It truly 
is a Win/Win/Win 
event.  

We had 12 Rotarians 
present to under-
stand the logistics.  
The committee, 
Chaired by Cliff, will 
have a debriefing ses-
sion and then be  
reporting back to us. 

If we go forward 
please HELP—it’ll be 
fun! 

 

Stay connected at ridgefieldrotary.org 

Organizations Helped 

Partial List of Sponsors 

Angelo 

Cliff’s Tent 

Event Layout 
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Stay connected at ridgefieldrotary.org 

Both Articles Recognized  
Rotary’s Grants! 

Three Rotarians on the 
RVNA Board 

Theresa, Sue & Bill W. 



Board | Announcements  

Flag as Inappropriate    

Ridgefield Rotary Club's Busy 
Summer 
Posted by Kristina Kelly , August 20, 2013 at 04:36 PM  

(Left to Right): Bunny Lancaster (O.W.L.S.), 
Marilyn Carroll (The League of Woman Voters), 
Nancy Selander (Ridgefield Historical Society), 
Ridgefield Rotary Club Treasurer Ranier Gonet 
and Irene Massagli (O.W.L.S).  

The Rotary Club of Ridgefield has had an active 
summer of Rotary Grants, student scholarships 
as well as excellent and informative speak-

ers.  At the Club’s July 10th meeting, Rotary Grants were presented to Irene 
Massagli and Bunny Lancaster of the Ridgefield O.W.L.S. (Organization for 
Retired Ridgefield Seniors) to provide field trip insurance for their many 
travel programs; to Marilyn Carroll of The League of Women Voters to help 
cover the cost of the mock election at the High School and voter brochures; 
and to Nancy Selander of the Ridgefield Historical Society for lighting up-
grades.    

At the same meeting, we were joined by Samantha Holmes and her mother, 
Patricia.  The Club sponsored Samantha to attend the World Affairs Seminar 
in Wisconsin this year and we were happy to hear of her experiences.   

At the Club’s July 17th meeting, a Rotary Grant was presented to Steve 
Sasse of the Ridgefield SCOR to repair damaged goals and netting from Hur-
ricane Sandy.  At the same meeting, the Club was joined by Rotary scholar-
ship recipient Molly Weeks and her parents, Susan & Tom.  Congratulations to 
Molly, who has accepted a track and field scholarship from Marist Col-
lege!  At the same meeting, the Club heard from Guest Speaker, Diane In-
gram, on “From Shadow to Shine: power up through purpose, passion and ac-
tion.”   

At the Club’s July 31st meeting, a Rotary Grant was presented to Meals on 
Wheels, which has been preparing and delivering meals to Ridgefield resi-
dents since 1972, and School Resource Officer Fernando Luis spoke to the 
Club about school security after the tragedies of Columbine and Newtown.   

At the August 15th meeting, the Club was joined by Rotary scholarship recip-
ient Sam Gravitte, and his father, Beau.  Congratulations to Sam who is  
attending Princeton this Fall!   

Since 1941, the Ridgefield Rotary Club has been committed to service above 
self.  For more information about the Club’s community service projects and 
its events, visit the website at http://www.ridgefieldrotary.org. 

R
ot

a
ry

 B
e
ne

fi
ts

 R
id
ge

fi
e
ld
 

http://ridgefield.patch.com/boards
http://ridgefield.patch.com/boards/announcements
http://ridgefield.patch.com/groups/announcements/p/ridgefield-rotary-clubs-busy-summer?ncid=newsltuspatc00000001&newsRef=true#flag_modal
http://ridgefield.patch.com/users/kristina-kelly
http://www.ridgefieldrotary.org/
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Stay connected at ridgefieldrotary.org 

The Board is encouraging individual  
donations to help the victims of the Ok-
lahoma tornado disaster.  Keep in mind 
when you donate to a charity  
program through Rotary, 100% of the 
proceeds go to that cause. Please make 
your check out to The Ridgefield  
Rotary Foundation and in the memo 
space write Oklahoma Relief. 

Alzheimer Memory Walk  

The up-coming Alzheimer Memory Walk on Sunday, Sep-
tember 29th at Calf Pasture Beach in Norwalk. Last 
year we had a good group participate.  So far nine peo-
ple are walking. Contact Alex to sign-up! 

Some Alzheimer facts • 6th leading Cause of Death • 5 million are 
living (?) with it. • 1 in 3 seniors die with it • 15.4 Caregivers pro-
vide help • 15% are long-distance caregivers 

• Today Alzheimer costs $203 Billion, forecast for 2050 $1.2 Trillion 

WHAT WE DO DOES MATTER—Join us on September 29th! 

Rotary Picnic—Sunday, September 22nd at the 
Bodner’s 

One of our most enjoyable events. Cliff is pre-
pared—the pig has been ordered so the eats will be 
excellent. It’s at Andy’s so the drinks and hospitality 
will be in abundance.  Bring a friend, introduce them 
to Rotary. We do a lot of good things. 
See Sue Manning for details.

  SEE YOU TONIGHT! Rotary’s Concert In The Park Night 
 

Come early for dinner, beverage, fellowship and 
good music.  It’s always a fun night … especially if 
it doesn’t rain! 

LAST WEEK TO DONATE 



Kathleen (Kathy) Graham 

148 High Ridge Avenue 

Ridgefield, CT 06877 
 

Birthday: 12/8 

Adult Children: 

Matthew, Kimberly & 
Beth         

Occupation: Vice President/
Branch Manager, Fairfield County Bank, Main 
Street Branch 
 

Hobbies: Traveling (especially vacations by the water),  spend-
ing time with my family, friends and my dog, gardening, going to 
the theatre and community service (an understatement, editor’s comment) 
 

Kathy’s Community Service: 

Downtown Ridgefield, President 

Holiday Stroll  (co-chair) 

Ridgefield's Gone Country (co-chair) 

Fall in Love with Ridgefield (co-chair) 

Women's Center-- Advisory Board 

Women's Center Shelter from the Storm ---  gala fund-raising 
committee 

Women's Center Safe Walk (Walk-a-thon)--winning team 3 years 
in a row (raised the most money) - She’s looking for walkers to 
join her Team! 
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Stay connected at ridgefieldrotary.org 

Kathy & Matthew  (instructor 
at Beijing International Univer-
sity) at the Great Wall of China 

Kathy’s daughters Kim (teacher in West-
port) & Beth (Strategic Account Manager 
for Computer Aid Inc in Rochester ,NY ) 



August - Membership & Extension Month 

Thur, 22nd Concert in the Park  

Aug 28 
Speaker: Theresa 
Trivia: Simon Cooper   

Fri Aug 30 Breakfast—Dimitri's  

September—New Generations Month 

Wed, 4th Speaker: Mike S. 
Trivia: Cliff 

 

Mon, 9th Board Meeting RVNA Board Room 

Wed, 11th Delayed Start Town Ceremony 
Trivia: Joe E 

Assembly—Fellowship 

Fri, 13th Breakfast-Dimitri’s  

Wed, 18th 
Speaker: Angelo 
Trivia: Bill I  

Sun, 22nd Rotary Picnic at Andy’s  

Wed, 25th 
Speaker: Joel 
Trivia: Chris N 

 

Fri, 27th Breakfast-Dimitri’s  

Sun, 29th Alzheimer Walk-Alex K  

October - Vocational Service Month   

Wed, 2nd 
Speaker: Karina 
Trivia: Chris  

Thur, 3rd Council of Presidents Location to be determined 

Mon, 7th Board Meeting RVNA Board Room 

Wed 9th Assembly  Foundation—Simon 
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Future Speakers & Events 

Stay connected at ridgefieldrotary.org 

Rotarians responsible for getting the speaker that week and giving the Rotary Minute. 

Please let us know the name of the speaker and topic as soon as possible so we can  

publicize the occasions. 


