November 18, 2020

RIDGERUNNER
Our speaker at last night’s Zoom meeting was Dr. Susie DaSilva, Ridge eld’s Superintendent of
Schools.
Dr. DaSilva earned a doctorate degree in education from Central Connecticut
State University, where she also earned a Bachelor of Science in elementary
education with a concentration in Spanish, and a master's in Reading.
Previously she was Assistant Superintendent, Curriculum at Darien, principal
of Kings Highway Elementary School in Westport and Woodrow Wilson School
in Waterbury. Before becoming an administrator, she taught in Fair eld,
Bridgeport, and Waterbury. DaSilva has also served as an adjunct professor at
the University of St. Joseph in West Hartford and the University of Bridgeport.
Dr. DaSilva, who I will refer to as Susie since that’s what she went by and it seemed
like we knew her for a long time. Reinforcing the latter, there is an old saying, never burn a bridge,
well that was documented last night as Susie hired Kathy Graham’s daughter, and they both raved
about each other!
After Susie’s presentation it was unanimously agreed; We Hired a Winner!
Susie arrived in Ridge eld with the pandemic. No, she didn’t bring it but she became responsible
for dealing with it. Ridge eld was one of the rst schools able to open this school year! What a
great start to a career!
She updated us on the issues and obstacles facing Ridge eld in its attempt to continue to deliver a
quality education to its students. There are three critical issues that needed to be addressed/
overcome:
• Frequently a teacher’s success is built on their ability to understanding the feelings of
individual students. That is impossible when teaching remotely and that’s a major frustration
for our teachers today.
• Second, the inability for students to share the same classroom. Teachers spend a lot of time
and e ort ensuring that their classroom reinforces the lesson plan and curriculum guide. That is
impossible in a virtual environment.
• Finally, not all students have the same equipment or environment. Some are able to have a
computer in their quiet bedroom while others may be working on an iPad in the kitchen …
entirely di erent learning environments … and potentially results!
Based on the issues the school system is facing “for sure there is a loss of teaching. Our goal is to
minimize its impact on learning.”
In a normal environment, Dr. DaSilva believes her job is to provide Ridge eld students with a
World Class Education!

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
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U.S. Education Trends
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In the nearly 50 years between 1969 and 2016 (latest data available) the U.S. population has increased
by nearly 70%. The number of people entering the workforce with advanced degrees (more than HS) has
tripled! The biggest change has been with women. Women with bachelor degrees have increase by 3.2
times and 5.8 for master degree. Today women earn more degrees than men at every level!

Access to STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics) degrees and jobs may have a signi cant
impact on a person’s earnings. STEM occupations made up 6.1% or 10 million of the 162.8 million jobs
nationwide in 2019, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS). The median annual wage for STEM
jobs was $86,980 while the median annual wage for all other jobs was $38,160. As of July, the median
weekly earnings for female workers was $913, which was 84% of the male median weekly earnings of
$1,087. As the number of women earning STEM degrees increases, it’s worth watching how the expected
growth in STEM jobs will a ect the pay gap.
8th Grade Math NAEP Scores

FEMALE

12th Grade Math NAEP

STEM DEGREES BY GENDER
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Why is there such a dramatic shift in performance?

COVID - 19 UPDATE

Please

Wear Your Mask &
Keep Social Distance
Because Fairfield County
just turned RED! (Not Politically)
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What We Do Does Matter
Date

Time

W Nov 25

Speaker/Trivia/Event

Location

No Meeting HAPPY THANKSGIVING

W Dec 2

6:30p

Jeff Kreitz, Chief of Police

Zoom

M Dec 7

6:30p

Board Meeting

Zoom

W Dec 9

6:30p

Assembly

Zoom

F Dec 11

Happy Hanukkah

W Dec 16

6:30p

S Dec 19

All Day

W Dec 23

Club Meeting

Zoom

Ringing the Bell for Salvation Army

Multiple

No Meeting - Merry Christmas

W Dec 30

6:30p

Club Meeting

Zoom

M Jan 4

6:30p

Board Meeting

Zoom

STAY SAFE & HEALTHY
NOVEMBER EVENTS

Birthdays
Heather Hansen O’Neil-3
David Martin - 21

Rotary Membership
Jim Finklea - 38 Years
Cliff Heidenger - 35 Years
Joe Savino - 4 Years

Keep Ridgefield Strong
Please Shop & Eat Local

Guest
David
Martin

Grove
Street
December

Need Volunteers
January
Need Volunteers

If you don’t want to eat at a restaurant PLEASE consider Take-Out!

Alex & Rainer - November

Rotary’s Annual Sponsor
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