July 8, 2020

RIDGERUNNER

Bryan Ash, Ridgefield High School graduate, head of Arrive Kenya spoke to us via Zoom last night from
Africa. Yes, it was 1am his time! But he wanted to thank us for our contribution to Arrive Kenya and to
update us as to how they
are doing fighting COVID-19.
Their main fight is not with
the disease but with the
impact that the disease has
had on the economy. Their
lives are mainly outdoors
helping to keep them
healthy. Thus, the disease
has not penetrated the
community; however, as
with many organizations
their fund-raising initiatives
have been totally wiped out for the balance of this calendar year. Normally at this time of the year they
are able to have many events that build their revenues. Kenya is a country whose main resources are
flowers, mainly shipped to Europe, and tourism. COVID-19 has eliminate tourism completely! No
tourists, no income! Especially for Arrive!
ARRIVE’S MISSION STATEMENT: Arrive generates positive action and sustainable advancement to
empower children in impoverished regions of the world by providing shelter, promoting good health,
offering access to education and giving at-risk children tools and opportunities for a successful,
independent, and fulfilling life.
Arrive and its partner organizations are committed to becoming sustainable. This is vital as it reduces
operating costs, teaches kids valuable skills, and helps the environment. Past projects
Power
include: the children take care of 45 hens that lay eggs for them
Water
to eat and five cows that produce milk for them to drink. Goats
also produce milk and rabbits can be bred and sold for a profit or
eaten for protein.
The children harvest crops such as corn, beans, pumpkins,
Our
peppers, onions, kale, tomatoes, and more to increase their selfGrant!
sufficiency. At the Children’s Home in Keumbu, Arrive, also
financed to build a fishpond, installed solar panels (powering
everything), and leased a plot of adjacent land to harvest more crops on a larger
plot of land. Having a working farm, complete with crops and animals, is a vital part of the success of any
home in Kenya. Whether it is taking care of a certain animal by
getting that animal food and water, collecting the eggs the hens lay,
or grazing the variety of livestock they have, each child takes pride in
his or her responsibility to increase the sustainability of the homes.

Fish

One of the great advantages of being a Rotarian, we are exposed to
opportunities and people like Brian Ash of Arrive. Who would have
thought that we, in Ridgefield, could make a major impact on poor
children in Africa!

What We Do Does Matter!

Food

Our Next Live
Meeting is July 29!
The location is not confirmed at this time but it’s looking
like Keeler Tavern as they have the room and facilities (rain
or sunny) for social distancing. Please share with Joe any
concerns that you may have as soon as possible so that we
can address them if possible. We are looking forward to
being together again.
If the July 29th meeting is successful, we will probably go
forward with a mix of live and Zoom meetings.
The Boys & Girls Club, like Arrive, are impacted by COVID-19.
Their Summer camp is one of the most profitable programs
that they have. This year instead of the normal 600
participants they're reduced to 120. Due to the economic
times the Boys and Girls Club feel that half those should be
scholarship participants, thus no revenue. You have to salute
them for this decision even though it impacts them
negatively. It costs $2100 for the full eight-week program.
The Rotary Club of Ridgefield is looking to fund a participant
for the full eight weeks. President Joe has asked Rainer and
the grants committee to look at the feasibility of doing this.
Last night there was a brief discussion on Ridgefield-opoly. Those who have inventory
were curious about our plans for selling them this year. Eileen Imparato, Chair of the
Ridgefield-opoly, is in the process of developing a marketing plan which should be
announced within the month. Yes, Ridgefield-opoly still makes a great Holiday gift,
especially to those friends who have moved from Ridgefield!
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What We Do Does Matter
Date

Time

Speaker/Trivia/Event

Location

July 14

6:30p

Taste of Ridgefield Meeting

Zoom

July 15

6:30p

Club Meeting

Zoom

July 22

6:30p

Club Meeting

Zoom

July 29

6:30p

Club Meeting

Keeler Tavern

Aug 3

6:30p

BOD Meeting

Zoom

Jan 31 ‘21

Possible Taste of Ridgefield

STAY SAFE & HEALTHY

July Birthdays and Membership Anniversaries

BIRTHDAYS
Geri Blair 16th
Frank Weber 18th

MEMBERSHIP ANNIVERSARY
Frank Weber 61 years

Please wear your mask

Please Shop and Eat
Local as Ridgefield is
Losing Merchants!

ridgefieldrotary.org
Rotary’s Annual Sponsor

