January 13, 2021

RIDGERUNNER

This week’s Zoom meeting was a thorough discussion of COVID-19. We were fortunate to have in
addition to our speaker, Rudy Marconi, First Selectman, Rotarian, Theresa Santoro, CEO of
RVNAhealth and our resident doctor,
President, Joe. They provided the State/
Town and medical perspectives of the
current COVID situation and issues/
concerns around potential next steps.
Rudy was extremely candid in addressing
the many frustrations he has encountered
due to receiving mixed signals from
multiple state agencies. This combined
with the fact that no two states are
addressing COVID-19 the same. An
example of this was documented by the
fact that just today (the 14th) CT permitted
people over 75 (maybe 65) to begin the
“signup process” for receiving the
vaccine while States like Arizona and
Florida are already distributing it. WHY?
The data keeps getting worse and
that’s before the impact of the new
British/South African viruses which due
to their ease of spreading has Rudy
greatly concerned. The chart below
(updated as of 1/13) shows that no
matter which metric you consider the
US is reaching
new highs.
Each State in
the Northeast
reached a
record day in the past weeks as well
as Ridge eld! It’s not going away!
There still are people who feel that
COVID-19 is no more dangerous
than the u. The death rate states
otherwise. This week’s deaths
exceeded CDC’s estimate for Flu-related deaths for entire
2019-2020 season.

Ridge eld’s New Cases

Stopping COVID-19 will not be an easy process. Yes, there
is the vaccine coming but we were told that even if you have
received the vaccine you still could be a carrier of COVID-19.
The vaccine protects you but not necessarily other people from catching it from you.

fl

fi

fi

1

COVID-19 Cases & TSA Screenings

Are we getting close to
stopping the spread of
COVID-19? If we use TSA
screenings as an indication of
America’s belief to not gather in
groups we can see that we are a
long way from that point. The Blue
line (new cases) has passed the
trend line meaning new cases are
growing at a faster rate than before.
Therefore, mask wearing and social
distancing will continue to be important.
This is why Joe C would like to create an
initiative that reinforces the importance of
mask wearing and social distancing.
Please share your thoughts on this potential important program. What We
Do Does Matter! Let’s make it meaningful!
Concerning the Vaccine; In Ct there are 1 million people in the 1a & 1b
classi cation. CT receives 44,000 vaccines a week - that’s 23 weeks before
1a & 1b are nished unless we are able to get more vaccines. Potentially
there are two more vaccines that could be approved which will help greatly.

Remember, when
you see someone
without a mask or
6 feet apart, they
don’t care if you
live or die!

Here is a link to the
VAMS sign-up to
begin the process: https://
dphsubmissions.ct.gov/OnlineVaccine
It’s not an easy system to use. It took the
Wymans and Joel over an hour and a half to
complete the process so don’t wait. The slots
ll up quickly!
If it took these people who are somewhat
computer literate that much time what about
the over 75 crowd in total? A concern that
came out of the meeting was that 20% of
Founders Hall members do not have an email
address or computer. Today that’s the only way
one is able to register for the vaccine. VAMS is
supposed to add phone capability soon. Can
you imagine converting an hour and a half computer session into
a phone conversation. There has to be a better way and
hopefully someone will nd it!
Congratulations RHS’s Interact Club.
They created a unique fundraising event to support Jericho Partnership, a
Danbury based non pro t. Interact joined forces with the Ridge eld
Playhouse to collect over 4000 items as part of the City Drop O Program.
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What We Do Does Matter
Date

Time

Speaker/Trivia/Event

Location

W Jan 20

6:30p

Lynn Nichols - Women’s Center

Zoom

W Jan 27

6:30p

Heldi Grob - Keeler Tavern Museum

Zoom

M Feb 1

6:30p

Board Meeting

Zoom

W Feb 3

6:30p

Assmbly

Zoom

W Feb 10

6:30p

Laurie Kengay - RSO

Zoom

W Feb 17

6:30p

Joel Third

Zoom

JANUARY EVENTS

Birthdays
Alex Karsanidi - 5
Vera Caporale - 6
Jim Finklea - 10
Kristina Kelly - 17

Rotary Membership
Sue Manning - 30 Years
Geri Blair - 7 Years
Barbara Lane - 4 Years
Allison Stockel - 4 Years
Ken Wippermann - 4 Years
Keith Miller - 4 Years

Paperwork In
and Approved
David Martin

Grove
Street
January

Need Volunteers
February
Need Volunteers

Connecticut and New Jersey are
the two states with the most adult
children living at home.

Keep Ridgefield Strong
Please Shop & Eat Local
Rotary’s Annual Sponsor

If you don’t want to eat in a restaurant PLEASE consider Take-Out!
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